
	  

2  Pronouns 
 
Most folks know that the word she is a pronoun.  What they don’t know is that 
she is a personal pronoun, the third-person singular feminine nominative 
pronoun, to be exact.  Hastings pities people who don’t know that.  We can help 
them. 
 
Here are some words to know.   Pronouns are words that replace nouns.  The 
noun replaced is called the antecedent.  In the sentence Odell likes his chicken on 
the rare side, his is the pronoun and Odell is the antecedent.  
 
The most easily recognizable are the personal pronouns. 
 
Personal pronouns are so named because they have person, either 
first (speaker included), second (listener or reader), or third (someone else).  The 
first-person pronouns are I, me, my, mine, we, us, our, and ours.   
 
The second-person pronouns are you, your, and yours.   
 
The third-person pronouns are he, she, it, him, her, his, hers, its, they, them, 
their, and theirs.  
 
Personal pronouns also have number, either plural or singular.  Me is 
singular; we is plural. 
 
Personal pronouns also have case.  Personal pronouns used as subjects are 
called nominative case.  In the sentence They are sharks, They is nominative case.  
Pronouns used as objects are called objective case.  In the sentence The sharks 
ate them, them is objective case.  Pronouns that show ownership are called 
possessive pronouns, words like ours and your. 
 
And since we’re a sexist (and 
sexy) society, we further 
separate our third-person 
singular pronouns by gender, 
masculine (he), feminine 
(she), and neutral (it).  Neutral 
is sexless, sort of like faculty, 
which is why we have our own 
restrooms.  It’s all very 
confusing. 
 
 
 
 
 
Odell is relatively masculine.  
Grrrr.  
 
 



	  
Personal pronouns also include intensives and reflexives (myself, yourself, 
himself, herself, itself, ourselves, yourselves, themselves).  Intensives are used 
for emphasis and immediately follow the antecedent. 

 
I myself would never eat a clock. 

 
Reflexives refer back to the pronoun or noun used earlier. 
 

Kamehameha didn’t actually drink of the bitter water himself. 
 
Here’s a chart of the personal pronouns.  At least we can be confused in an 
organized manner. 
 
     Singular   Plural 
 
First-person   (N) I    we 
    (O) me    us 
    (P) my, mine   our, ours 
 
Second-person  (N) you    you 
    (O) you    you 
    (P) your, yours   your, yours 
 
Third-person   (N) he, she, it   they 
    (O) him, her, it   them 
    (P) his, her, hers, its  their, theirs 
 
When people think of pronouns at all, and honestly, it’s not very often they do, 
they have a misconception of what a pronoun is.  They only think of a few of 
them, the personal ones.  I’m not saying these people should think of pronouns 
more often; they should just think of all of them.   
 
Indefinite Pronouns refer generally, not specifically, to persons, 
places, or things.  The biggest issue with indefinite pronouns is number.  These 
are singular:  another, any, anybody, anyone, each, either, everybody, everyone, 
everything, neither, no one, nobody, somebody, someone.   
 
These are plural:  both, few, many.   
 
These are ambidextrous or bi-sexual or some such thing:  all, most, some, none.   
There is some debate among English teachers about none.  Some of us think none 
can go either way.  Others think it’s always singular.  So we sit around and argue 
about it.  English teachers need lives.  Seriously. 
 

All of the students are confused about this silly rule. (plural) 
 

All of the class is confused about this silly rule. (singular) 
 

Later we will learn, at least some of us, that the object of the preposition (students, 
class) determines the number of all.  For now it’s enough to say you can count the 
students but not the class. 
 



	  
Demonstrative Pronouns point out specific persons, places, or 
things:  this, that, these, those. 
 

This is a great glass of water. 
 

Interrogative Pronouns are used in questions:  who, whom, whose, 
which, what. 
 

What is the color of that great glass of water? 
 
The answer, by the way, is “none.”  It was a trick question. 
 
Relative Pronouns introduce adjective clauses:  who, whom, whose, 
which, that, when, where.  This means nothing to you.  Forget about it for now.  
Relax.  Smoke ‘em if you got ‘em. 
 

                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hastings, who spends much 
of his day looking for 

pronouns,  
seldom finds them.  

Here, he thinks he sees one.   
Oops, it turns out it was a 

stop sign.  Nice try, 
Hastings. 

 
By the way, check out all of 

the pronouns in the 
caption above:  who, much, 
his, them, he, he, one, it, it. 

 
Hastings isn’t just showing 

off—the boy knows his 
prounouns. 


