
	  

7  Conjunctions 
 
Conjunctions were pretty unglamorous until Schoolhouse Rock created the song 
“Conjunction Junction” and turned them into pop stars.  Now they’re arrogant.  
They have groupies and some of them do drugs.  Still, we need them.  They bring 
us together.   
 
Conjunctions are words or pairs of words that connect words, phrase, or clauses.  A 
lot of that doesn’t mean much to you yet.  It will.  It will. 
 
The English language has three types of conjunctions, coordinate, correlative, 
and subordinate.  Here we go. 
 
Coordinate conjunctions connect equal things—word to word, phrase to 
phrase, and clause to clause.  There are seven coordinate conjunctions: 
 

but, or, yet, so, for, and, nor 
	  

Hanzel and Gretal were a pretty good snack.  (word to word) 
 

Centipedes are cute but make lousy pets. (phrase to phrase) 
 

I’ve lost my mind, so I’m heading to Costco for a new one.  (clause to clause) 
 

Notice that we use a comma when a coordinate conjunction connects two clauses.  
More on this later. 
 
Correlative conjunctions act just like coordinate conjunctions.  The 
difference is that correlatives consist of pairs of words working together: 
 
either . . . or 
neither . . . nor 
both . . . and 
not only . . . but also 
whether . . . or 
 
 

Either Rosencrantz or Guildenstern needs to get a life. 
 

Frank will both divorce Eunice and marry Freda tomorrow. 
 

I’m undecided whether I should starve or you should buy me lunch. 
 

Two things to keep in mind as you deal with correlative conjunctions—never use 
commas with them and be aware of parallel structure.  More on both of these 
later. 
 
Subordinate conjunctions only connect clauses.  Unlike the other 
conjunctions, subordinates latch on to one of the clauses.  Think of coordinates 
and correlatives as glue that holds two boards together.  The glue doesn’t belong 
to either board.  Now think of a subordinate conjunction as a parasite.  It attaches 
itself to one of the clauses and weakens it.   



	  
 
 
Check out these clauses. 
 

Bobo fell off the surfboard.  He swam to shore. 
 

After Bobo fell off the surfboard, he swam to shore. 
 

Bobo fell of the surfboard before he swam to shore. 
 

The subordinate conjunction after weakens the clause Bobo fell off the surfboard.  
The subordinate conjunction before weakens the clause he swam to shore.  Notice 
when I start with my subordinate conjunction, I place a comma after that clause.  
Not so when I start my second clause with the subordinate conjunction.  More on 
this later. 
 
          

 
 

Odell is provocative and enticing when he sprawls out on the beach.   
See, conjunctions can be sexy. 

 
By the way, remember the elementary teacher who told you you couldn’t start a 
sentence with because?  Well, she’s a liar.  



	  
 
Here’s one: 
 

Because I like you more than your elementary teacher did, I won’t lie to you. 
 

Because is a subordinate conjunction.  Here are some more: 
 
after 
although 
as 
as much as 
because 
before 

if 
in order that 
since 
so that 
than 
though 

until 
when 
whenever 
where 
wherever 
while 

                  
       

 
                   

 
Both Hastings and his reflection could stand to lose a few pounds.  

Conjunctions, in this case correlatives, connect things  
like Hastings and his reflection. 


