
	  10  Complements 
 

Compliments are nice.  Cool tie-dye, Slagel.  You look particularly sexy today.  I like 
that.  Compliments are good. 
 
So are complements.  They hang around in the predicate and do interesting 
things to the sentence.  Without complements, we couldn’t be sexy.  We would 
just be.  We couldn’t wear tie-dye.  We would just wear.  Among other things, 
complements give us sexy tie-dye.   There are five complements:  direct objects, 
indirect objects, predicate nominatives, predicate adjectives, and objective 
complements. 
 
A direct object is a noun or pronoun that follows an action transitive verb and 
receives the action.   

The missionaries took the land. 
 
Missionaries is the simple subject.  Took is the simple predicate.  What did the 
missionaries take?  The land.  Land is the direct object.  It answers the question 
What or who received the action? 
 
A clause can have more than one direct object. 
 

The missionaries took the land and much of the ocean. 
 
That gives us a compound direct object, land and much of the ocean. 
 
Each part of a compound predicate can take its own direct object, as long as the 
verb is action transitive. 
 

The missionaries took the land and gave us mosquitoes in return. 
 

An indirect object is a noun or pronoun that comes between the action transitive 
verb and the direct object and answers the question “for or to whom?” 
 

Kimo sold Kiana his iPod. 
 
iPod is the direct object, and Kiana is the indirect object.  Notice that I have to 
have the direct object.  I cannot say, for instance, Kimo sold Kiana.  That would be 
prostitution.  It’s illegal, no matter how good the grammar is. 
 
A predicate adjective is an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes the 
subject.   
 

The stale kawa tasted tepid and flavorless. 
 
Here, tepid and flavorless describe kawa, follow the linking verb tasted, and form a 
compound predicate adjective. 
 
As you recall, these form relatively weak sentences.  You could move the 
adjectives to the subject and use an action verb to perk up your writing.  
  

The tepid, flavorless, stale kawa neither stimulated nor satisfied me. 
 



	  While predicate adjectives needn’t be eliminated, they should be monitored.  
Use them wisely and with purpose.  Much like the stale kawa, your sentences 
become tepid and flavorless, but sometimes that’s how you want them.  It’s a 
tone thing. 
 
A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and 
equals the subject. 

You are the captain of your own fate. 
 
Captain of your own fate (well, actually, just the word captain) is the predicate 
nominative.  It follows the linking verb are and equals the subject.  As a matter of 
fact, you should be able to switch the subject and predicate nominative around 
and the sentence still makes senses. 
 

The captain of your own fate is you. 
 
We can also have a compound predicate nominative. 
 

You are the captain of your fate and the keeper of your flame. 
 
I don’t know what that sentence means, but I know it has a compound predicate 
nominative—captain and keeper. 
 
A quick reminder:  In addition to the forms of be (is, am, are, was, were, been, being), 
other weak, linking verbs include words that mean be—feel, seem, appear, smell, 
look, sound, taste. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kaulana thinks Hastings has cute ears.  
That’s a compliment.  His “ears” are the 
direct object.  That’s a complement.  
“Compliment” and “complement” are 
predicate nominatives, which are 
complements. 
 
You guys are smart enough to get this.  
That’s a compliment.  “Smart” is a 
predicate adjective.  That’s a complement. 
 
I’ll stop now.  That’s a promise. 
 
 
Just when you thought grammar couldn’t 



	  get any more goofy, a fifth complement, an objective complement, comes 
along.  It sort of combines direct objects with predicate nominatives and 
predicate adjectives.   
 
Objective complements are nouns or adjectives that follow and describe the direct 
object.  It’s actually easier than it sounds. 
 

Objective complements drive Slagel crazy. 
 
Objective complements is the subject and drive is the action transitive verb.  Slagel is 
the direct object and crazy is the objective complement, an adjective describing 
the direct object Slagel. 
 
That might have been an unnecessarily confusing example.  Let’s try this one. 
 

Lousy examples make Slagel an idiotic teacher. 
 
Examples is the subject and make is the action transitive verb.  Slagel is once again 
the direct object and teacher is the objective complement, a noun further defining 
Slagel. 
 
Got it?  If not, I have a ton of confusing examples to share.  I’m an idiotic teacher. 
 
 
 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Odell has nothing 
to add to this 
discussion.  I just 
want to point out 
that he’s smarter 
than the stump 
he’s standing next 
to. 
 
Odell doesn’t get 
that many 
compliments on 
his intelligence.  
We’ll take them 
where we can 
find them. 


