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14  Types of Sentences 
 
 
Ok, so we’ve got the types of clauses down.  To review, an independent clause 
has a subject, a predicate, and a completeness of thought.  A dependent clause 
(sometimes called a subordinate clause) has a subject and predicate but no 
completeness of thought. 
 
A simple sentence consists of one independent clause.  When I was in first grade, 
I learned 

       Dick and Jane chased their dog Spot. 
 

Raised in Hawai’i, you probably learned 
 

Kimo and Lahela chased their mongoose Pua. 
 

Life was simple back then, and we were pretty stupid.  We focused on our 
friends chasing their pets.  Then things got harder, and we needed a more 
intricate way of expressing ourselves.  We started connecting these independent 
clauses with coordinate conjunctions (but, or, yet, so, for, and, nor), although we 
didn’t know they were coordinate conjunctions. 
 

Dick and Jane chased their dog Spot, and Kimo and Lahela chased their 
mongoose Pua. 

 
Two or more simple sentences combined with a coordinate conjunction create a 
compound sentence. 
 
Remember, the word for, when used as a conjunction, creates a compound 
sentence. 
 

Kimo and Lahela never caught Pua, for she was a fast mongoose. 
 

Notice that when we connect two independent clauses with a coordinate 
conjunction, we use a comma before the conjunction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hobs gets tired just 
thinking about poor Spot 
and Pua’s having to run 
so much.  Actually, Hobs 
get tired just thinking. 
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Eventually, we come to realize that relationships are more complex than that.  
We have cause and effect.  We have sequence.  We have contrast.  And we 
decided to use complex sentences.  A complex sentence has one (and only one) 
independent clause and one or more dependent clauses. 
 

While Dick and Jane chased their dog Spot, Kimo and Lahela chased their 
mongoose Pua, who apparently was extremely fast. 

 
Dick and Jane chased Spot, who was their dog. 

 
What Kimo and Lahela did was chase their mongoose Pua. 

 
   

 
 

While Odell’s favorite type of animal is the bison, his favorite type of 
sentence is complex.  He’s a complex kind of dog. 

 
A compound/complex sentence, then, would combine both worlds—we’ll 
need at least two independent clauses to make the sentence compound and at least one 
dependent clause to make the sentence complex. 
 

Dick and Jane chased Spot, who was their dog, and Kimo and Lahela chased 
their mongoose Pua. 

 
A compound/complex sentence can have as many independent clauses (at least 
two) and dependent clauses (at least one) as you wish, although after a few of 
each, you’ll sound either senile or drunk.  It’s your call. 
 


