
	  

15  Appositives 
 

As you may or may not recall, phrases are collections of words working together yet 
lacking a subject and/or a predicate.  The English language has six of these guys, and 
you know one already—the prepositional phrase.  To review, the 
prepositional phrase begins with a preposition and ends with a noun or pronoun 
that serves as the object of the preposition.  It acts as an adjective or an adverb, 
although that distinction, for our purposes, is unimportant. 
 

The pizza in the back of the refrigerator has been calcifying for a long time. 
 
A second type of phrase is the appositive.  An appositive phrase is a collection 
of words centered around a noun that modifies the noun immediately preceding or 
following it.  It serves the same purpose as an adjective clause, except it lacks the 
subject and predicate that makes a clause a clause.  So, actually, my observation 
is worthless.  This isn’t the first  time I’ve done that. 
 

Slagel, a man with two eyes, still sees virtually nothing. 
 

The appositive is man.  The appositive phrase is a man with two eyes.  The phrase 
modifies, or gives me more information about, Slagel.  Notice that the appositive 
phrase has a prepositional phrase imbedded in it.  That’s legal.  I could also 
imbed an adjective clause in an appositive phrase. 
 

Slagel, a man who has two eyes, still sees virtually nothing. 
 

The appositive is still man.  The appositive phrase is a man who has two eyes. 
 
Much like adjective clauses (and this time, I’ll try to make my observation 
worthwhile), appositives can relate essential or nonessential information.  In the 
above example, we’ll all pretty sure which Slagel we’re talking about.  It’s the 
mostly blind guy standing in front of you.  It’s not like we’re distinguishing 
between two Slagels, the one who’s a man who has two eyes and the one who’s a 
beluga whale with appendicitis.  The information in the appositive is 
nonessential and needs to be separated from the rest of the sentence with commas.  
 
Essential appositives, oftentimes names or titles of novels or plays, are 
necessary information and not separated with commas.  
 
Shakespeare’s famous play Hamlet is not about a beluga whale with appendicitis. 

 
The subject of the sentence is play.  Hamlet is an essential appositive.  It tells me 
which play.  I do not use commas here.  This is new stuff for most of you. 
 
Occasionally,  you may use an introductory appositive phrase. 
 

A man who has two eyes, Slagel still sees virtually nothing. 
 

Slagel is still my subject.  Man is my appositive.  I wouldn’t do this too often. 
 


