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17  Gerunds 
 

A while back I mentioned how kissing could be a verb or noun.  
 
The young boy was kissing everything in sight because, well, he was a young boy. 

 
Here, kissing is an action transitive verb.  It’s the predicate of the independent 
clause.  Everything is the direct object.  All is right with the world.   But now? 
 

The boy began kissing shrubs because he was tired of hugging trees. 
 

Boy is my subject, and began is my predicate.  What did the boy begin?  He began 
the act of kissing.  Kissing is a noun.  We call it a gerund.  A gerund is a verb used 
as a noun, that is, a verb used as the subject, direct object, predicate nominative, or object 
of the preposition.   
 
Check out hugging.  He was tired of the act of hugging trees.  Hugging is a gerund 
used as the object of the preposition. 
 
Because both kissing and hugging are verbs used as nouns, they retain the 
properties of verbs and can take objects.  Shrubs is the object of the gerund kissing.  
Trees is the object of the gerund hugging.  The gerund phrases are kissing shrubs 
and hugging trees.   
 
The most difficult gerunds to recognize are those used as predicate nominatives.  
Compare these two sentences. 
 

Kiana is watching Kala with a loving glint in her eye. 
 

My favorite pastime is watching reruns of the evening news from the 1970s. 
 
In the first sentence, Kiana is the subject and is watching is the predicate.  She is 
doing the watching.  In the second sentence, pastime is the subject and is is the 
linking verb.  Watching reruns of the evening news from the 1970s is a gerund phrase 
used as the predicate nominative.  The pastime isn’t watching anything.  It equals 
watching reruns.  As with any predicate nominative, I could switch it with the 
subject and the sentence would still make perfect sense. 
 

Watching reruns of the evening news from the 1970s is my favorite pastime. 
 
One potential problem with gerunds deals with possessives.  You wouldn’t say 
Zack’s girlfriend is tired of him looking at other girls.  She’s not tired of him.  She’s 
tired of the looking.  Therefore, the sentence should read 
 

Zack’s girlfriend is tired of his looking at other girls. 
 


