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1  Nouns 
 
In the past, we’ve told you nouns are persons, places, or things, which is true 
enough, if you consider kissing a basset hound a thing or to kiss a basset hound a 
thing.  We could say nouns are persons, places, things, or words having to do 
with kissing a basset hound, but that’s not quite right either.  This is going to take 
some explaining.  How about this:  nouns are words that act as persons, places, or 
things (including actions).  Odell can live with that, as long as he gets a little sugar 
on the jaw. 
 
Here are some ways of looking at nouns. 
 
Concrete vs. Abstract   Concrete nouns appeal to the senses.  You can see 
them, smell them, perhaps taste them, although don’t put strange concrete nouns 
in your mouth.  Ick. 
 
money    the Nissan Cube seniors   sunshine  concrete (the cement-like stuff) 

 
Abstract nouns reflect concepts or ideas.  They’re often harder to find. 
 

love         to love       eloquence      eating (the act)        way 
 
Common vs. Proper   Common nouns refer to general persons, places, or 
things. 
 

teacher rock    freedom     poi         plywood 
 
Proper nouns refer to specific persons, places, or things. 
 

Odell       Tuesday    Boise, Idaho        Potiki           Kamehameha the Great 
 
Singular vs. Plural   A singular noun represents one person, place, or thing. 
 

hat   bird-of-paradise     commotion        anger       mongoose 
 
A plural noun represents more than one person, place, or thing. 
 

potatoes        juniors      the Johnsons        Fridays      birds-of-paradise 
 
Compound   Compound nouns are nouns composed of more than one word. 
 

man-of-war       candy bar       “Toy Story”     University of California-Berkeley 
 
Collective   A collective noun is a single word naming a group of individuals.   
 

committee       class       jury        group        family        team 
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Depending on the intent, a collective noun can be either singular or plural. 
 

The soccer team is favored to win the ILH. (singular) 
 

The soccer team are going to shower and put on their clothes  
after the match.  (plural) 

 
That sounds, I don’t know, stupid.  The awkwardness of a plural collective can 
usually be avoided by replacing the collective noun with its members. 
 

The soccer players are going to shower and put on their clothes  
after the match.                             

 
 
 
The Poop Fairy, if she existed, 
would be singular, concrete, 
proper and compound.   
 
Sadly, there is no Poop Fairy.  
This explains the confusion in 
Odell’s life.  Who, if not the Poop 
Fairy, is that tie-dye guy who 
hangs around all the time? 
 
 
 

Most nouns are confident in their noun-ness.  They like to be recognized.  They 
don’t hide.  The tricky nouns are usually the abstract ones. 
 

Nakoa hit the ball with the bat. 
 
Bat is a noun.  It’s solid, sort of concrete-ish.  So is the ball.   Nakoa is a little less 
solid.  He could probably work out a bit more, but he’s obviously concrete 
enough to be a noun.  Now try this one: 
 

Sovereignty has neither geographical boundaries nor cultural identity; its 
parameters exist only in the mind of the oppressed. 

 
Whoa.  Chubby Nakoa would like to beat that sentence senseless with his bat, 
and nobody would care.  But here are the nouns:  Sovereignty, boundaries, identity, 
parameters, mind, and oppressed. 
         
Here are Hobs’ favorite 
nouns:   Mom, treats, 
nap, and nap. 
 
You might find, as we 
progress, that Hobs has 
a somewhat limited 
vocabulary.  It’s pretty 
much four words, if 
you count “nap” twice. 


