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4  Adjectives 
 

Adjectives are words describing nouns and pronouns.  Except the most common 
adjectives, a and the.  They don’t really tell me much about nouns and pronouns.   
But the rest of the adjectives do. 
 

The tired, hungry kumu ate two bowls of sour poi. 
 
What kind of kumu?  Tired.  What kind of kumu?  Hungry.  What kind of  
kumu?  The. . . Whatever.  How many bowls?  Two.  What kind of poi?  Sour. 
 
Those are all adjectives. 
 
Almost always, you’ll find adjectives immediately before the noun they’re 
modifying, like those above, or after a weak linking verb.  Check this out. 
 
The teacher was tired and hungry, and the cookies he ate were chocolate-chip. 

 
Tired and hungry are adjectives modifying teacher.  Chocolate-chip is an adjective 
modifying cookies.  Was and were are linking verbs.  Because they are adjectives, 
and because they pop up in the verb part of the sentence, and because the Latins 
(well, Romans) called the verb the predicate, and because we think the Latins 
(well, Romans) rocked, we call these things predicate adjectives.  Predicate 
adjectives are words that follow linking verbs and modify the subject.   
 
We try to minimize them because they use weak verbs.  We try, but we fail. 
 
You’ll occasionally find adjectives immediately after the nouns they modify. 
 

Your smile, radiant and enticing, lured me to your side. 
 
Radiant and enticing are adjectives modifying smile.  Placing them after the noun 
is poetic.  Girls love this.  Try it when you get to college.  Guys, say Your smile, 
radiant and enticing, lured me to your side to the first girl you see.  Then watch her 
boyfriend beat the holy crap out of you as she swoons.  Using poetic adjectives is 
a good way to meet people. 
 
You should know a couple of other things about adjectives.  The most common 
adjectives (a, an, the) are called articles.  We use a or an to describe a noun in the 
broader, indefinite sense, hence the label indefinite articles.   
 

Odell is a basset hound, and Hasting is a doofus. 
 
Odell belongs to a general group of basset hounds.  Hastings belongs to a general 
group of doofuses. 
 

Odell is the omniscient basset hound that rules the world, 
and Hastings is the doofus that taxes Odell’s patience. 

 
Odell is now the specific, definite God-like basset hound, and Hastings is the 
specific, definite frustrating basset hound.  We call the the definite article. 
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Demonstrative and indefinite pronouns become adjectives if they are 
used to describe nouns or pronouns. 
 

These pretzels are shaped like DNA strands. 
 

Each student brought the teacher chocolate. 
 
Possessive personal pronouns are used as adjectives.   
 

His brother married my sister, and your uncle was the minister. 
 
Nouns can be made possessive, and therefore adjectives, usually by adding an 
apostrophe and the letter s (‘s).  
 

Odell’s intelligence            grammar’s impact         Hawaii’s cost of living 
 
Yet this can get tricky. 

 
We’ll talk about this at length later, in the Usage chapter. 
 
Finally, it’s important to recognize that for adjectives, as with most parts of 
speech, the issue is less about the word and more about how the word is used.  
Hawaiian can be a noun.  It can be you.  You are a Hawaiian.  Hawaiian can also 
be an adjective.  You are Hawaiian.  See the difference?  I sort of do. 
 
Let’s look at yellow. 
 

Yellow is my favorite color. (yellow as a noun) 
The paper yellowed with age.  (yellow as a verb) 

His yellow eyes freaked me out.  (yellow as an adjective) 
      

 
 
 

Odell respects all adjectives, gay or straight.  We’re all God’s chillun.   


