
	5  Adverbs 
 
The technical definition of an adverb is a word or words used to modify a verb, an 
adjective, or another adverb.  The practical definition is a word or words that answer 
the following questions:  when, how, where, to what extent, how often, how much.  My 
definition of adverb is a word or words that aren’t anything else.  Once we learn 
what everything else is, whatever’s left is an adverb. 
 

I walk Odell. 
 
Sometimes, I walk Odell.  When?  Sometimes. 
I walk Odell briskly.  How?  Briskly. 
I walk Odell next door.  Where?  Next door. 
Odell makes me very happy.  To what extent am I happy?  Very. 
 
Sometimes, briskly, next door, and very are all adverbs.  I wish they were all of the 
adverbs.  They aren’t.   
 
A not-so-bad way of approaching adverbs might be to learn to recognize some 
common ones.  Here are a few I’ve come to love and respect over the years: 
 
here 
there 
never 

sometimes 
often 
not 

today 
yesterday 
tomorrow 

once 
quite 
very 

 
Another tip is that adverbs often end in –ly.  More times than not, you can add  
–ly to an adjective and get an adverb: 
 
powerfully 
angrily 

remotely 
drunkenly 

peacefully 
happily 

 
The adverb not is particularly troublesome, especially as part of a contraction.  If 
I say I don’t understand women, the do part of don’t is considered a helping verb 
and n’t part is considered the adverb not.  Did I mention that the English 
language sucks? 
 
                     
 
 
 
 
 
Odell isn’t 
afraid of 
adverbs or 
bison.  He’s a 
little afraid of 
trash cans, 
for some 
reason. 
 
 



	Adverbs present a couple of different problems.  The first has to do with 
commas.  Sometimes, we isolate the adverb with commas.  Sometimes we don’t.  
See what I just did there?  Sometimes is an adverb.  On one occasion I isolated it, 
and on the other I didn’t.  I was being clever.  I was being stylish.  Either way, I 
was being correct.  Welcome to my English hell. 
 
Another problem has to do with mixing up adjectives and adverbs.  We don’t say 
The day flew by quick.  Describing the relative speed of the day, we use the adverb 
quickly. 
 

The day flew by quickly. 
 
The distinction between slow and slowly, in particular, is troublesome.  You might 
be a slow (adjective) driver.  We drive slowly (adverb).  I think what confuses us 
is that goofy sign that says, Slow!  Children.  It might be saying, Drive slow.  
Children are playing.  Or it might be saying, Hey, watch it!  We have slow children.  
The first way is wrong.  The second way is rude.    We shouldn’t use adjectives 
for adverbs, and we shouldn’t judge our children.  Next time you see such a sign, 
add ly to Slow.  It’s not vandalism if it educates.  
 
 
 

       
 

We like to think of Hobs as special, not slow. 
 


