
 
Hawaiians and Nouns—Keaulani Makuākane 

 
Nouns are persons, places or things that can do or receive action. This is a critical concept in 
Hawaiian, and mastering nouns is one of the cornerstones to effective communication through 
the Hawaiian language. The main types to worry about for now are common nouns and proper 
nouns.  Pronouns will be covered later. 
 
In Hawaiian, all nouns must be preceded by an article, i/iā/ʻo, and a noun marker, or kaʻi kikino, 
respectively. These will signify if the noun is a subject or object, and one will almost never see 
one without the other. 
 
First, we must understand the KEAO Rule. Determining which is the best fit is based solely on 
the rule, which is as follows: all words beginning with k, e, a, or o will use ke as a kaʻi kikino. 
All words beginning with h, k, l, m, n, p, w, or an ʻokina will use ka as a kaʻi kikino.  Examples: 
 
Common Noun  Proper Noun 

• ka ʻīlio (dog)  •  ʻO Hobs 
• ka moe (bed)  •  ʻO ʻAmelika (America) 
• ka puke (book) •  ʻO Pelekikena (President) 
• ke kula (school) •  ʻO Pauahi 
 

If a common noun is the subject of a sentence, a ke/ka to precede it. In the sentence “Ua hae ka 
ʻīlio” or “The dog barked,” ʻīlio is the common noun and has the kaʻi kikino ka placed before it.  
Here’s the crucial bit to understand: An i marks where the action is going and which noun is the 
object. If we were to add a direct object to the sentence above, it could look like “Ua hae ka ʻīlio 
i ka pōpoki,” or “The dog barked at the cat.” The i signifies that the cat is receiving the action, 
while ka is the correct kaʻi kikino according to the KEAO Rule. 
 
If a proper noun is the subject of a sentence, ʻo will precede it. In the sentence, “Ua aʻo aku ʻo 
Slagel ma ke kula,” or “Slagel taught at school,” Slagel is the proper noun and must be preceded 
by an ʻo. When turning a proper noun into a direct object, the ʻo turns into an iā. This is the 
equivalent of i when common noun are objects. This could look something like the following 
sentence: “Ua aʻo aku ʻo Slagel iā Lahela,” or “Slagel taught Lahela.” Lahela is the direct object 
of Slagel’s teaching, as signified by the iā marker. 

 
 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Keaulani	is	the	only	Keao	rule	Hobs	
ever	needs	to	regard—	
allergic	and	all.	


