
Hawaiians and Demonstrative Pronouns— with Kumu Kāwika Eyre 
 
Hawaiian has demonstrative pronouns as well, but we don’t call them that. Actually, I 
don’t know what we call them.  But here they are:   
 
this  kēia 
that  kēlā   (kēnā if close to person you are speaking to) 
these  kēia mau 
those  kēlā mau   (kēnā mau if close to person you are speaking to) 
 
The word mau here is simply the pluralizer.  Makes sense!   
 
But…Hawaiian has something special here as well. Kēlā (that) and kēlā mau (those) are 
used when we are referring to something that is quite far away from the person we are 
speaking to. If we are referring to something that is quite close to the person we are 
speaking to, then we use kēnā and kēnā mau instead.  Close and far here are quite 
relative. That’s why we use quite. 
 
For example: Odell is staring out at the Golden Gate Bridge. Hastings asks, “He aha 
kēlā?  What is that (far away thing)?”   Odell answers, “‘O ka Uapo o ka ‘Ipuka Gula 
Kaulana o Kaleponi kēlā.  That is the Famous Golden Gate Bridge of California.” 
 
But if Hastings is wondering what Odell has on his head in the cover photo of Basset 
Grammar 101, then he would ask instead, “He aha kēnā?  The object is on Odell’s head, 
i.e. close).”  If he is awake, Odell might answer, “He pāpale puka kula kēia. This (close) 
is a graduation hat.  Tsuh!”  
 
Pop quiz: Can you guess what Tsuh! means.  Actually, it is Kumu Kāwika’s only lasting 
contribution to ‘ōlelo Hawai‘i, made up in class to mirror another word Tsa!  That really 
is a Hawaiian word—check it out under kāā #10 in the dictionary or in the section on 
Interjections in Basic Basset.  Do your research guys! 

 
Kumu Kāwika	  	  is	  
correct	  in	  pointing	  
out	  that	  distance	  is	  
relative.	  	  From	  
here,	  the	  Boys’	  
home	  is	  four	  miles	  
across	  the	  bay.	  	  To	  
us,	  that’s	  a	  short	  
hop. 
	  
To	  Odell	  and	  
Hastings,	  it’s	  a	  six-‐
month	  journey.	  
	  
Calm	  down,	  
Hastings.	  	  We’ve	  
got	  the	  car	  running.	  


