
Hawaiians and Interjections II—with Momi Tolentino 
 
Interjections are quite humorous in the Hawaiian language and are utilized slightly 
differently than in the English language. Hawaiians don’t necessarily interject; rather, 
they yell random things into the air and scold mercilessly. Heck, parents’ speaking in 
Hawaiian is scary enough.   Some of the most common interjections are: 
 
Tsa!  This interjection is similar to a scolding and usually means “shame on you.” It 
often possesses a playful connotation depending on who’s delivering it.  
 

Tsa! ʻAʻole ʻoe i hoʻopau i ka haʻawina pili home.	  
Shame on you! You didn’t finish the homework. 

 
ʻOia kā?/ʻOia?/ ʻOia iʻo nō?/ʻOia iʻo maoli nō?  This interjection translates as “really?” 
or “is that so?” and is normally utilized through dialogue to portray disbelief or surprise. 
As is tradition in the Hawaiian language, there are many ways to say one thing. This 
variation allows for diverse meanings and connotations for different situations.  
 

Person 1: Ua hele au i ke kahakai a ua ʻike au i nā nalu nui loa! 
                I went to the beach and I saw really big waves! 
Person 2: ʻOia kā?  Really? 

 
Ua oki!  When I was a child, my mother used this term more often than not to scold my 
brothers and me. This term typically means, “Stop.”  If two children are fighting, and 
their parent walks in on the commotion, the parent might say 
 

E lāua ala, ua oki i ko ʻoukou hana!  Eh, you two, stop what you guys are doing! 
 
Eia kā!  This interjection most nearly means, “Here it is.” 
 

Ua hele ʻoia e ki`i i kekahi kīʻaha wai – Eia kā! 
She went to grab me a cup of water –Here it is! 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Tsa!	  	  Momi	  apparently	  got	  lots	  of	  scoldings	  
when	  she	  was	  little.	  	  She,	  like	  Hastings,	  
seems	  to	  have	  been	  a	  bit	  of	  a	  scamp—not	  
doing	  homework,	  fighting	  with	  her	  
brothers,	  shi-‐shi-‐ing	  on	  the	  cat.	  	  	  
	  
That	  last	  one	  was	  probably	  Hastings.	  
	  
Bad,	  Momi,	  bad!	  	  Bad,	  Hastings!	  	  Tsa!	  
	  


