
Hawaiians and Independent and Dependent Clauses— with Noah Cosson 
 
As we all know, a clause is a group of words with a subject and predicate. In English, these two 
types can of clauses are the foundation of simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex 
sentences. The same goes for Hawaiian. 
 
Simple sentences, made up of one independent clause, live up to their name whether in Hawaiian 
or English – they are mind-numbingly simple. As the most common, rudimentary sentences, they 
can be utilized with a variety of Hawaiian sentence patterns. 
 

I went to school to see Hobs.        Ua hele au i ke kula e ʻike ai iā Hobs. 
 

Complex sentences, comprised of an independent and dependent clause, are more difficult and 
useful for conveying complete thoughts. There is no need to place any words or markings 
between the clauses besides a comma. In the example below, an independent clause is placed 
after an adverb clause. 
 

Before I left, I fed the cats.       Ma mua o koʻu haʻalele ʻana, ua hānai au i nā pōpoki. 
 
Compound sentences are made up of two independent clauses and are combined using a 
coordinate conjunction. In Hawaiian, two most common are “and” and “but.” 
 
Using and: Hobs came to school last Wednesday, and she quickly became famous. 

 
Ua hele ʻo Hobs i ke kula ma kēlā Pōʻakolu aku nei, a hele a kaulana koke ʻo ia. 

 
Using but: I had a class, but I stayed in Slagel’s office to eat. 
 

He papa koʻu, akā ua noho au i ko Slagel keʻena no ka ʻai ʻana. 
 
Here, the and is translated to a mere a, and but is translated to akā. 
 

Lastly, compound/complex sentences are 
created with at least two independent clauses and 
at least one dependent clause. Generally, they are 
used to explain a cause and effect 
relationship/topic thoroughly and are rather 
uncommon in the Hawaiian language. In the 
example below, two independent clauses are used 
alongside an adjective clause. 
 

I memorized all of the interesting stories that 
Slagel told in class, and I told them to my parents. 

 
Ua hoʻopaʻa naʻau au i nā moʻolelo hoihoi a 

Slagel i ʻōlelo ai i ka papa, a haʻi akula au iā ia i 
koʻu mau mākua. 

 
 
Aside	from	being	a	mouthful,	the	example	above	
isn’t	true.	My	parents	wouldn’t	believe	me.	


