
Hawaiians and Gerunds II—with Hoku Rivera 
 
As we should know by this point in our grammar learning, Odell and Hastings are 
Slagel’s sexy dogs and gerunds are verbs used as nouns.  And we all know that nouns 
can be used in 5 different ways in clauses: subjects, direct objects, indirect objects, 
objects of prepositions, and predicate nominatives.  Thanks to Kaipo and his insight on 
Kumu Hailama and a basic usage of the Hawaiian word ʻana, we know how to use this 
verb modifier as a gerund used as a subject. 
 
First, I want to focus on adverb clauses.  In Hawaiian, you possess your actions when you 
talk about them.  So when we say, “When I slapped a student,” we must think, “During 
my slapping of a student,” and translate this to “I koʻu paʻi ʻana i ka haumāna.” 
 
Here’s an example of a complete sentence with the adverb clause: 

When I slapped a student, his mother told my boss. 
I koʻu paʻi ʻana i ka haumāna, ua haʻi kona makuahine i koʻu luna. 

 
Here’s an example of a gerund used as a direct object.  Just like a direct object in English, 
it comes after the subject and predicate. 

Hastings really likes sleeping. 
Makemake maoli nō ʻo Hastings i ka hiamoe ʻana. 

 
Now an example of a gerund used as an indirect object: 

Slagel gives teaching his best effort. 
Hāʻawi aku ʻo Slagel i kona aʻo ʻana aku i kona hōʻāʻo ʻoi. 

 
A gerund as an object of a preposition: 

Slagel was arrested for wearing tie-dye. 
Ua hopuna ʻia ʻo Slagel no kona komo ʻana i ka hīkiʻi-wai. 

 
Lastly, here is a gerund as a predicate nominative: 

My favorite activity is eating. 
ʻO ka ʻai ʻana kaʻu hana punahele. 

 
Now go out there and ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi! 
 

 
	  
	  
Yes,	  Hoku,	  Odell’s	  a	  sexy	  dog.	  	  Damn	  
straight.	  	  It’s	  mostly	  the	  ears.	  	  The	  
wahine	  can’t	  enough	  of	  them.	  	  
	  
	  If	  gerunds	  had	  ears	  like	  this,	  they’d	  
be	  sexy,	  too.	  	  	  


